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Living with COVID-19: 
Magill Family Practice Plan 
 
From 23 November 2021, the SA Government 
will be opening up national and international 
borders to fully vaccinated travelers. In this 
phase of living with COVID-19, it is expected 
that COVID-19 cases in SA will increase. 
Magill Family Practice has developed a plan 
for “Living with COVID”. We are committed to 
keep our patients, staff, and doctors safe at 
all times.  
 
Important Waiting room policy: 
 
Magill Family Practice will continue to offer 
patients without respiratory symptoms face 
to face appointments in the clinic. All 
patients will be required to wear a correctly 
fitted mask inside the clinic. There will be no 
mask exemption inside the clinic, as per our 
MFP policy and as per SA Health directive. To 
be clear: MASK EXEMPTIONS ARE NOT 
VALID AT MFP. 
 
We will continue to ask screening questions 
about Respiratory Symptoms. It is more 
important than ever that patients with 

respiratory symptoms DO NOT enter our 
building as any COVID-19 positive cases can 
have serious consequences for other patients 
in the waiting room who may be pregnant, 
have complex medication conditions, or are 
immunocompromised.  
 
Screening will now also include COVID-19 
Vaccination status, and proof of vaccination 
will be requested. People who are partially or 
unvaccinated are deemed to be at greater 
risk of COVID-19 infection and greater risk of 
spreading to other patients and staff inside 
the clinic. SA Health has given directions that 
these patients CANNOT come into our 
waiting room. They will have to wait in their 
car until the doctor is ready to bring them 
inside for consultation. This will also apply to 
children under 12 years of age as they are not 
currently able to be vaccinated.   
 
We will continue with QR checking, use of 
hand sanitizer, 1.5m social distancing and 
regular surface cleaning of the waiting room.  
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Important Respiratory pod policy: 
 
For patients with any respiratory symptoms, 
no matter how mild they may be (including 
fever, cough, running nose, sore throat, sore 
ears, sinus pain, loss of smell or taste, 
diarrhea, vomiting, or rashes) it is vitally 
important that you inform staff at the time of 
making booking, so we can make suitable 
arrangements. If you are a respiratory patient 
you should not book online. It is important 
that you DO NOT enter our waiting room in 
the building. 
 
Our doctors will continue to see Magill Family 
Practice patients with respiratory symptoms 
in the respiratory pod as follows: 
 
• All patients must have a negative COVID 

swab within the previous 72 hours and all 
patient must show evidence of their 
negative swab, before they will be seen 
by the doctors. 

• For patients under 12 who do not yet 
have evidence of a negative swab, the 
parents/care givers will be offered a 
respiratory telehealth appointment with 
the doctor for advice. 

Payment for telehealth or pod appointments 
is preferably with credit card to minimise 
contact between unwell patients and our 
staff. 
 
Magill Family Practice would like to reassure 
you that we will continue to deliver our high 

standards of care in the way we protect you, 
your family, our patients, and our 
community. We understand the stress on 
everyone during this pandemic and we would 
appreciate it if you can please treat our staff 
with patience and respect as we all navigate 
the coming COVID challenges. 

       
Additional COVID-
19 Vaccine Doses 
 
COVID-19 vaccination continues to prove 
effective in reducing death and  
hospitalisation in eastern states and other 
parts of the world. Please make sure you and 
your family are protected and armed with 
vaccination when the border opens on 23 
November 2021. It is not too late to get 
vaccinated now. 

 

 
Please DO NOT Enter the clinic if you: 

 
• Have any respiratory symptoms; 

• Are Partially or Unvaccinated with COVID- 19 vaccination; 
• Are with Children under 12 years of age 

• Not wearing a mask 
 

Please wait in the car and call reception for further directions. 
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MFP would like to explain and clarify about 
additional COVID- 19 vaccines:   
 
1. Third Primary COVID-19 vaccine dose for 
immunocompromised individuals:   
ATAGI recommends a 3rd dose of COVID-19 
vaccine as part of the primary course in 
individuals who are severely 
immunocompromised at 2-6 months after 
their second vaccine dose. These include 
people who have cancers and currently 
receiving chemotherapy/radiotherapy, and 
those who have severe immunodeficiency or 
immunosuppressive therapies. An mRNA 
vaccine (Pfizer or Moderna) is recommended 
and can be accessed at SA Health sites (Pfizer) 
or pharmacy (Moderna). Please speak to your 
doctor who can make an assessment if your 
conditions are eligible for the 3rd dose. These 
patients are currently the high priority group 
as the border opens and COVID-19 cases start 
to increase. There is no current advice on 4th 
dose for this group at this stage.       
 
2. Booster program dose of COVID-19: 
ATAGI recommends a single booster dose of 
Pfizer vaccine for people aged 18 years and 
over, 6 months or more after they have 
completed their primary COVID-19 course, 
regardless of the type of vaccines were used 
for the primary course. These are at this stage 
priority groups such as ages care, disability 
residents, Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islanders, and people at increased 
occupational risk of COVID- 19.  

Magill Family Practice is not currently 
providing Pfizer vaccines. Please visit SA 
Health sites https://covid-
vaccine.healthdirect.gov.au to find locations 
of where you can get Pfizer vaccines.   
       
Rapid Antigen Tests 
(RATs) 
 
Please DO NOT purchase Rapid Antigen 
Tests as they are not yet approved in South 
Australia. Specific Polymerase Chain Reaction 
(PCR) swab tests, which detect gene 
segments of the virus, are the best test 
available for COVID-19. This is the method 
used at drive-through testing sites.  
Compared to PCR tests, the sensitivity of 
RATs has been reported to be around 40- 74% 
in asymptomatic patients. This means that 
positive cases of COVID-19 may be missed by 
RATs which could lead to a false sense of 
security/reassurance that one does not have 
COVID-19.  

It is anticipated that wider use of RAT may be 
implemented in the future as public health 
settings are modified during the course of the 
pandemic, as the prevalence of COVID- 19 in 
the South Australian population changes.   
       
 
Stay up to date and like MFP on Facebook! 
 

 
 


